Newspaper Review

FLASH BANG WALLOP

If you ever wanted a musical that strolled, strutted and razzle dazzled its audience then Half a Sixpence is it; the story of a humble draper played by Adrian Samuel took us through the highs and lows of his life, his loves and the inheritance he received, lost and got back a real rollercoaster of a story. Adrian Samuel took to the part of Kipps like a duck to water and there were very few moments when he was not on stage, singing, dancing and narrating all of which he performed to an exceptional standard. The love of his life Ann, played by Victoria Langley was another lovely performance and she really came into her own during the scene on the Promenade where she stomped and raged through I Don’t Believe a Word of It. A very pretty voice and she seemed to be able to change between the more raucous numbers to the melancholy with ease showing the extent of her talent. H.A.T.S. showed the full extent of their professionalism by staging a show that at times seemed to be a bit big for the Herstmonceux stage, their singing and dancing was as good as ever and of course we couldn’t leave without mentioning Cliff Bendall who took the part of Chitterlow, an actor of the more eccentric kind, he was funny, very professional and able to take command of the stage and, all of which went down very well with the audience, much stomping and cheering went through the hall after his appearances. As people were leaving I heard such comments as, that was a great show and how much they had enjoyed the evening, almost I think as much as the cast. I‘m sure also that the song, Flash, Bang Wallop will be on many peoples lips for some time to come, that song was made for H.A.T.S. they were at their best when performing it, the choreography, the singing it all came together and judging by the applause it was one that the whole audience enjoyed... Many congratulations to the whole cast and production team, will it take yet another award for being an outstanding show, we’ll have to see but as far as I’m concerned, I am constantly amazed to see how hard the troupe worked to bring each production to life and this performance helped to remind us why theatre is what it is today. A truly memorable event. 

